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Working for Wildlife

In 1985, Arizona Garie & Fish Department decided to cel-

ebrate Arizona Wildlife Month by having students elect our

state fish, state reptile, state mammal, and state amphibian. -

. There were four candidate species for each category of '

" Arizona's official state wildlife. In the category state mammal,
the candidates were bighorn sheep, ringtail, javelina and =~

: Coues ‘white-tailed deer. ‘The winner was the rmgtall In the
category state amphibian, the candidates were the Colorado
river toad, the red spotted toad, the desert spadefoot and the
Arizona tree frog. The winner was the Arizona tree frog.,

- Descriptions of each candidate were circulated through the '

" . public school system and students were asked to choose the one

animal they would like to see as the state wildlife species in -
“each category. The results were then presented to the State .
Legrslamre for official approval

ACTIVITY: Below are brief descnptlons of the four candr—

. dates for the categories of state fish and state reptile. Separate
your class into 8 groups, hopefully with no more than 5 people
per group. Assign a candidate to each group. - Since this is an -

" eléction year, make-up an election stratepy for your candldate

to get elected. Make posters tellmg the good points about your .
candjdate, their home region, a plcture or two, etc. Then come A

up with a packet of information that you can distribute to your
classmates. In this packet i mclude not only additionsl informa-
tion, but fun things like puzzles, games, coloring pictures,
mazes, etc. Next, have a debate where the candidates from
each category answer questlons from the audience. Finally,
make ballots and have your election, Did your class elect the
same winner as the ofﬁcial one? Have Fun!! i '

State Reptlle Candldates |
Glla Monster Helodemm _pectum

Arizona's largest lizard, the Gila monster may reach 24 mches
'in length. In Greek, Heloderma means wart-skin, a reference’
to 1ts beaded scales. Suspectum is Latin for dlstrusled

- Gila monsters are irregularly patterned in black and buff
orange or pmk The back and head are covered with round
scales, giving the appearance and feel of beadwork. The blunt,
‘swollen tail is a fat storage system. - .

The Gila monster occurs from southWestem Utah and north-

eastern Nevada through Arizona into northern Sonora, Mexico.

They are often associated with permanent and intermittent

streams through desertscrub and grasslands, extending barely

* into oak woodlands in Arizona. They utilize rodent or tortoise
burrows or dlg their own, often living in holes in rocky -

.washes :
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" The Gila monster is the only venomous lizard native to the

United States.” Since Gila monsters only bite when people
attempt to pick them up, bites are rare. In addition to baby

: rodents and rabbits, Gila monsters also eat bird eggs, tortoise

eggs and bird nestlings. Not much is known about the habits
of the Gila monster because it spends from 90 to 95% of its.

Ctime underground

' Desert Tortoise . _Guoheius Renisizi -

= The desert tortoise and lts relative, the box turtle, are the only _
- land turtles native to Arizona, Its scientific name is derived
from a French word (gaufre) used to describe any burrowing

animal and agassizii for Louis Agas51z, a0 early Amencan o

herpetologlst _ , .
" -Adult males, whmh are larger than females, often obtain a body '

length of 10 to 14 inches and weigh as much as 8 pounds. The
desert tortoise lives as long as 75 to 100 years in the wild. =~ -
Tortoises are usually a faded dark brown color.

In Anzoua, the desert tortoise is found up to elevatlous of 4500

feet from the northwestern corner of the state, southeasterly to. -
Tuscon and near Nogalas and west into California. Its habitat
is the saguaro and palo verde covered slopes of rocky foothills
and low mountains. It is also found in desert areas with
creosote, Joshua trees and other yuccas. Desert tortoises are
almost entirely herbxvnrous, eating grasses cacti, w1ldeOWers,
fruits and many green herbs. :

Anmnn Rldgenose Rattlesnake - Qro w1llnrd1

- The Arlz.onn_ ndgenose rattlesnake is one of eleven species of

rattlesnakes that occur in Arizona, more than in any other state!-

" . Tts scientific name comes from crotalum, the Greek word for

rattle, and willardi, for Frank C. Willard, the Tombstone man
who first found one in the wrld

_The Arizona ndgenose rattlesnake isa small snake. Rarely

does an adult weigh more than 4 ounces," its turned-up nose

. scales give this species its common name._Its most characteris-

tic markings are bold, white stripes on its brown face. The

“pattern is mueh like that of the war pamt that the Chiricahua

Apaches wore.

The range_of the Arizona ridgenose rattlesnake covers only a-
few mountain ranges in south-central Arizona. Throughout its
range, the ridgenose generally occurs at elevations of 5000 to -
8000 feet in cool canyons with oak and pine trees. Arizona
ndgenose rattlesnakes are quite secretive, being active mmnly
in the early moming or late afternoon. On s humid afternoon

 they can be found seeking the lizards, centipedes small snﬂkes :
~or small mice that are their main food. .

(over)
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Regal Homed leurd Ph_rxnosom solare

The four spines on the back of its head form a dlSththB
crown that touch at their bases, hence the common nime, the _
regal horned lizard. The scientific name, Phrynosoma solare,
means the "toad-body of the sun,” a reference to its squatty
shape and the desert region where it is found. :

Fora homed hzard the regal is qulte large, reachmg a total

length of about 7 inches. In-color it may vary from light grey

or tan to a reddish brown. The regal homed lizard is found in

“southern Arizona south into Northern Sinaloa, Mexico. It lives

on rocky and gravelly areas in arid or semi-arid regions. In
Arizona it is found in Scnora desertscrub among cacti, mes-

" quite and creosote bush extendmg into sem:desert grass]and in
Cochise County :

Like most other horned llzards the regal eats pnmanly ants,
but does take other insects. They can often be found by -
walking around active ant hills in the mornings and late
afternoons during the warm months of the year. Being very . .

: _' - slow, horned lizards rely on conoeeling coloration for defense.
- When they sit motionless, they are very difficult to see. When

molested they may inflate their lungs to appear larger and

present their crown of horns in defense. Rarely, individuals ~

" will expel a fine stream of blood from their eyes when. dlS- _
turbed : : ‘ o

 State Fish'éandidate’s L

- _:_Colomdo Squnwﬁsh thchochenlm Iucius - |
The Colorado squawﬁsh is the largest of the ﬁsh native to the -

Colorado ijer.basm 'Once common throughout the major
rivers of Arizona, it is now Federally listed as endangered. It

inhabited the deep, fast ﬂowmg, often muddy waters and large -

‘ pools of these nvers

. The Colorado squawﬂsh is a type of minnow, in fact the ]argest
minnow in north America. It can grow to a length of 6 feet

- and weigh 80 pounds. Its scientific name Ptychochellus means
-folded hps and lucms refers to its shining s:des '

_ Before dams were built, squawfish moved upstream 1n runs

“ before the spawning period. Unfortunately, dams were

- constructed and the squawfish was eliminated from much of its
* range in Arizona. Nevertheless, brood stocks are being = .

maintained in fish hatcheries to use in a massive reintroduction

program in hopes of recovering' our native minnowL ' '

'Arlzonn Trout anorhynchus pnc

Hlstoncally, Arizona trout occupled headwaters of the Salt,.
~ San Francisco and Little Colorado Rivers. Currently there are
- natural populations still in five streams in the White Moun-
tains. There are additional introduced populations in other .
streams in the White Mountams Pmaleno Mountains and the
- Kaibab Plateau. . ' :

The Anzona trout's sc1ent1fic name agach 1s so called for the i
Indian reservatlon where it was first identified. The Arizona’

" trout has a yellow:sh background coloration with dark spots
' umformly over its body. The back of the fish is golden to-

olive brown. The fins are white or yellow and there is a splash
of orange to yelIow on its lower jaw. :

"The Anzona trout is not a large fish, and thus well sulted for

life in small streams. They seem to prefer small-sized streams

_- at high elevations. The fish rely pnmanly on pool develop-

ment, undercut banks and overhanging riparian vegetation for -
cover., Feedmg habits of the Arizona trout seem to-vary
accordu:lg to size. Adults feed primarily on caddis flies. Land

: msects are also taken by all sizes of ﬁsh

"~ Bonytail Chub _ Gila elgans

The'bonytuil_ chub is one of several fish native to the Colorado_
River basin now considered endangered by the Federal govern-
ment. It once occurred in the mainstream Colorado River, as

~ well as in the Salt and Gila Rivers. The chub thrived in warm,

often muddy backwaters and eddies adjacent to swift water.

- Now it is known only from Lake Mohave, on the Colorado
- River. The Lake Mohave population consists of old adults,

with no-successful reproduction having been documented in the

~wild for more than 20 years.

The bonytml chub is large compared to most fish natwe to
Arizona.” It reaches lengths of almost 24 inches and weights of
up to 2 pounds. The chub has a long, slender tail with a plump

. body and a slightly humped back.. Adults eat filamentous -

algae, plant debris and plankton Young chubs eat pnmzmly
aquatic insects. -

. "Desert Pupfish C!prmodon mncularlus "

The desert pupfish is one of two small native fish that occurred - -
throughout the marshes, backwaters and springs of the desert
rivers and streams of the Gila River basin and the Lower

- Colorado River. Usually, the water in which it thrived was

shallow and often choked with aguatic vegetation. As these
shallow waters disappeared from the landscape or had non-
native, predatory fish introduced, the desert pupfish also
disappeared. By 1970, it occurred in Arizonan in only a few

places including thobaqulto Pond in Organ Plpe Cactus .

Natlonal Monument

| Although small in size, adults bemg less than one and one~half |

inches long, the desert pupfish is one of the more colorful and
interesting fish native to Arizona. During spring and early

* summer breeding season, males become a beautiful iridescent

blue, with yellow fins and dark bands on their tails. Desert -

* pupfish are voracious eaters, Young pupfish begin feedmg on

aquatic vegetatlon soon after hatclung




